UNCLASSIFIED 
AD  NUMBER 


AD394026 

CLASSIEICATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

unclassified 

FROM: 

confidential 

LIMITATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

Approved  for  public  release^  distribution 
unlimited 


FROM: 

Distribution  authorized  to  U.S.  Gov't, 
agencies  and  their  contractors; 
Administrative/Operational  Use;  17  Jun 
1966.  Other  requests  shall  be  referred  to 
Commanding  General^  II  Field  Force ^ 
Vietnam,  APO  U.S.  Forces  96227. 

AUTHORITY 

30  Jun  1978,  Group-4,  DoDD  5200.10;  AGO 
D/A  Itr,  29  Apr  1980 


THIS  PAGE  IS  UNCLASSIEIED 


EDULE 


•ii  itSIKMCE  flTB 

Jli  SIN )  i  1  l  UCItiK  *«|f|  IIU2 

THIS  DOCUMENT  IS! 


Sikjict  *•  ImrtI  ie:lustfic«tiN  Selfdiit  if 

(sK  II  l>*(  till?  kitiulitiHf  liw^f^  M 

2  Tim  litiffils  IfCUtSfFIEI  M  lUtllEI  }1.II72 


NfiiM  laeiMilitiiB  (mif 
Mmi  liMf 
€Mifii  HfKli 
HUMins.  ntll 


SECURITY 

MARKING 


The  classified  or  limited  status  of  this  repoit  applies 
to  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  be  marked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
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In  a^ordanca  vdth  i,  CV  Oiroctive  335-C,  the  folloA.’inr;  report  is  subrjitted; 

173d  AIRH^R.V,':  BRIC.MB  fSEPAiUTB)  OFTil/Vno;:  gJirv'ER 

1.  CFICRAL:  Operction  ■Eirv'F.R  wr.o  conducted  tiytfio  vicinic;  ol  Sonj;  3e  .jsctor 
in  the  northern  half  of  ?huoc  Lor^  Trovinco  djai^nj  the  period  10  ..pril  to  25 
.'vpril  1966.  The  objective  of  the  operatioyfes  to  locate  and  capture  or  des¬ 
troy  'diet  Cong  and  Forth  Vietnanese  Arm^fiersonnel,  supplies,  and  equiprcent, 

The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  was  the  controlling  Headquarters,  I 
Brig  Gen  Paul  P,  Sciith  is  the  reporting”  off icer  for  this  report,  '  ' 

The  Task  Organisation  and  Task  Force  Ccnnaanders  for  th.o  operation  v.'ere 
as  follows: 


a.  Task  Porco  1/503  -  It  Col  Tyler 
l6t  r.nTAbn)7  503d  Iri 
1  Sqd,  ‘.ngr  Co 
fR'J  Tean 
BAC  Toam 


Iblst  Fid  bury,  RKdA 
Trp  17  Cav 
Co  D,  16  Arr»r 
173d  F.ngr  Co 
Co  A,  324  Avn 
173d  Spl  Bn  (Fwd) 


Task  Force  2/503  -  Lt  Col  'falsh 
2q  dn  (Abn),'  503d  Ini' 

1  Cqd ,  173d  -,rigr  Co 
•IRU  Tear. 

FAC  Teas. 

3/319  Tty  -  U  Col  h’ordin 

Tank  Force  hear  -  Lt  Cnl  oiska 
173d  3pt  ';n  (-) 

173d  Adcdn  Co 
105  Fid  litry,  ilAA 
Ist  :'.PC  Trp,  nm 


Rear  Detachnants  of  all  assigned  and  attached  units. 


DOVJIIGRADFD  AT  3  IhTERVaLS 
DECLfiSSIFED  AFT^d  12  EmRS 
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AVAB-GC 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (KACV/aCS/J3/32) 

2.  Concept  of  Operation: 

a.  At  O92OOOH  Apr  1966,  173<1  Abn  Bela  <Sep)  OPORD  5-66  vras  published  out¬ 
lining  plans  for  the  conduct  of  Operation  Because  of  the  short  notice 

on  v*ich  the  operation  vras  initiated,  the  OPORD  vras  concerned  primarily  with 
air  movement  of  the  Brigade  into  the  Song  Be  area,  Specific  search  and  destroy 
missions  were  initiated  by  Frag  Orders  issued  in  the  Area  of  Operations.  Co¬ 
ordination  vras  effected  vrith  ARVN  Forces  in  the  area,  daily  liaison  vras  main¬ 
tained,  and  joint  participation  of  Allied  Forces  in  specific  actions  vras  em- 
pnasized. 

"The  operation  vras  conducted  in  three  phases  as  follows: 

(1)  Phase  I  -  Kovement  of  Brigade  by  air  to  Song  Be  10-13  Apr  66). 

(2)  Phase  II  -  Conduct  of  search  and  destroy  operations  (14-21  Apr  66). 

(3)  Phase  III-  Redeployment  of  Brigade  to  Bien  Hoa  by  air  (22-25  ;ipr  66), 

b.  During  the  operation.  Army  Air  Support  vras  provided  by  six  (6)  different 
units.  Tactical  Air  Support  vjas  provided  by  the  2d  Air  Division,  USAF, 

c.  The  Commanding  Officer,  TF  Rear  assuiiied  responsibility  for  Brigade 
TAOR  on  D-Day.  One  (l)  compar.y  from  1st  Inferiry  Division  conducted  security 
operations  in  the  Brigade  TAOR  throughout  the  period  of  the  operation. 

3.  INTELLIENCE: 

a.  Eneny  Situation  Before  C-porotion:  The  operational  area  was  known  to 
contain  at  least  one  VC  Provincial  Battalion  (C-270)  and  one  .rovincial  Co-.par.y 
(e-280).  In  addition,  each  district  had  approxirately  one  company  sized  guer¬ 
rilla  unit,  and  each  VC  controlled  hamlet  had  a  security  force  composed  of  a 
ninimun  of  one  squad  to  a  maximum  of  one  platoon  of  guerrillas.  Tv.-o  VC  cap¬ 
tured  in  late  larch  stated  that  the  602nd  and,  603rd  ilVA  Dattalio.ns  were  located 
approximately  seven  kilometers  to  the  northeast  of  Song  Re  and  th.at  the  605th 
NVA  Battalion  vras  located  22  kiloiaeters  to  the  vest  of  Bong  Be.  On  3  .-.pril  66, 
a  rallier  turned  hiSiSelf  in  to  Dong  Xoai  (YT  0876).  This  rallier  stated  that 
the  VC  271st  fain  F  ores  Regiment  vras  located  vicinity  IT  1173  as  late  as  30 
larch.  Local  ^orce  elements  covild  havre  been  expected  to  bo  encountered  any- 
vrhere  in  Phuoc  Long  Province  vAth  the  exception  of  the  fev^:  ha;iets  under  gov¬ 
ernment  control.  Several  infiltration  routes  v.t:ro  knovm  to  exist  to  the  west 
and  northeast  of  Song  Be,  and  it  vras  felt  that'  tho  reported  NVA  ui'.its  v.'ore 
rerely  moving  through  the  area  in  a  southerly  direction  into  L'ar  Zone  "D".  The 
chances  of  contacting  elements  of  tho  VC  271st  or  273rd  fain  Force  .iegijtants  in 
the  vicinity  (primarily  south)  of  Dong  Xoai  (YT  0876)  vrere  fairly  good.  It 
vras  knovm  that  both  of  theso  units  moved  into  this  area  duriivg  the  latter  stages 
of  Operation  SILVER  CITY  (9  larch  to  22  March  66). 

b,  Enemy  Bituetion  During  Operation:  Xorty  four  cont..cts  weira  made  with 
VC  forces  during  tho  period  of  the  operation,  of  which  29  were  VC  initiated. 

VC  forces  oneountorod  wore  of  platoon  size  or  erallor  and  believed  to  bo  local 
force  elements.  No  evidence  vras  found  to  identify  tho  unit  designations  of 
the  elements  contacted.  Highlighting  ths  operation  was  tho  capture  of  a  NVA 
Captain  and  his  subsequent  interrogation  (soo  Inel  1  attached  interrogation 
report)  which  rovorlod  tho  location  of  the  OTA  602,  6O3,  604,  and  605  Battalions 
of  tho  Bao  Song  Croup,  a  j’ogJm/'ntal  aimed  unit  reportedly  subordinate  to  the  250th 
Infiltration  Group.  Ha  stated  that  he  vras  in  command  of  tiio  advance  party  of 

tho  NVA  605th  Battalion  which  was  to  infiltrate  to  tho  south,  usii:g  tho  in¬ 
filtration  route  to  ths  northoast  of  Song  Be.  He  further  stated  that  his  as 
signrant  was  to  guide  the  NVA  605th  Battalion  aloi:g  the  prescribed  routs  (at¬ 
tached  interrogation  report)  to  Bunard  (YT  2987),  whore  another  advance  party/ 
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guido  would  assume  responsibility.  Ho  did  not  know  where  the  battalion  would 
be  taken  after  it  arrived  at  Bunard  (YT  2987).  '/isual  reconnaissance  revealed 
a  trail,  which  had  been  subjected  to  recent  heavy  vehicular  traffic,  extending 
from  Bunard  (IT  2987)  south  to  a  secondary  road  at  YT  1969.  This  secondary 
road  is  a  direct  route  into  War  ;ione  "D".  oeveral  Local  Force  VC  of  varying 
importance  were  captured.  Aircraft  received  ground  fire,  sirall  arms  and  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  from  the  area  of  operation  on  16  different  jccasions. 

0.  Area  of  Operation: 

(1)  ’.'eather  conditions:  The  monsoon  cycle  In  the  area  was  the  sair.e 
as  that  in  the  Bien  Hoa  area.  The  rainy  season  extends  from  I.ay  tlrough  Kov. 

(2)  Terrain:  The  terrain  throughout  the  area  of  opei-ation  was  hilly. 

The  mountain  "Nui  Ba  Ba"  (YU  1801)  dominates  the  area  around  Song  Be.  There 
were  a  few  scattered  rubber  plantations  in  the  area,  but  the  majority  of  the 
terrain  consisted  of  hill  masses  covered  with  thick  forest.  The  forests  and 
plantation  vegetation  afforded  good  concealment  and  cover.  Ground  observation 
and  fields  of  fire  were  restricted  throughout  the  area  of  operation. 

d.  Final  Analysis:  Intelligence  obtained  during  the  operation,  as  well 
as  that  available  before  the  operation  began,  points  to  the  fact  that  heavilj' 
traveled  infiltration  routes  exist  to  the  east  and  west  of  Sor,g  Be.  These 
routes  are  used  by  NVA  and  VC  units  to  move  supplies  and  troops  from  II  Corps 
into  III  Corps,  throu'^h  Phuoc  Long  Province,  into  V/ar  Zone  "D"  and  points  further 
south  and  east. 

A  VCC  stated  that  the  NVA  602,  6Q3,  604,  605  Battalions  were  located 
approximately  30  kilomaters  to  the  northeast  of  Song  Be  and  that  at  least  one 
of  these  battalions,  the  605th,  intended  to  infiltrate  south  using  the  route 
to  the  east  of  Song  Be.  This  would  indicate  the  presence  of  a  new  CTA  Bat¬ 
talion  and  possible  an  NVA  Regimental  sized  force,  in  III  Corps. 

Throughout  the  operation  intelligence  was  received  indicating  that  the 
VC  271  Lain  Force  Regiment,  was  located  to  the  southeast  of  Dong  Zoai,  outside 
the  area  of  operations,  and  remained  in  that  area  during  the  entire  operation. 

No  major  VC  base  camp  areas  were  found  in  tho  operational  area.  The  area 
was  found  to  contain  prirarily  VC  Local  Force  guerrilla  and  security  elements. 
Interrogation  of  a  VC  suspect  revealed  the  presence  of  the  VC  Provincial  Bat¬ 
talion  which  had  been  reported  earlier.  Numerous  agent  reports  were  received 
indicating  the  presence  of  at  least  one  and  perhaps  tvo  VC  Local  Force  Compan¬ 
ies  within  the  Ares  of  Operations. 

4.  'GECUTION: 

a.  n-2  (8  Apr  66):  173d  .Abn  Bde  (Sep)  was  notified  at  1220!  that  Operation 

AUSTIN  I,  scheduled  to  begin  at  090600!  Apr  66,  was  cancoUed.  ^  The  Bde  v«s  in¬ 
structed  to  be  prepared  for  movement  to  an  Area  of  Operations  in  a  different 
location  beginning  10  Apr  66. 

b.  D-1  (9  Apr  66):  Notification  wc.s  received  on  tho  morning  of  9  «pr  that 
tho  operation  would  take  place  in  the  Song  Be  (Phuoc  Binh)  area,  (YU  1306), 

and  would  be  a  eearoh  and  destroy  operation.  It  was  decided  that,  because  of  tho 
small  amount  of  time  available  for  plajudng,  the  Operation  Order  would  contain 
instructione  for  movement  of  the  Brigade  to  Song  Be.  Subsequent  combat  oper¬ 
ations  would  be  initiated  by  frogmentary  orders  issued  in  the  operational  area. 
OPORD  5-66,  Operation  DENVER,  was  completed  and  issued  on  the  evening  of  9  Apr 
66. 
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c.  D-Oay  (10  Aipr  66):  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sop)  initiated  Operation  DENVEH  at 
lOOyOCH  Apr.  The  1/5031  Inf  was  airlifted  to  Song  Be  Airfield,  Upon  landing 
the  l/5Q3d  Inf  deployed  around  the  ati''’iel'i  and  secured  it  for  the  introduction 
of  subsequent  elonents  of  t>io  Brigade,  This  was  acconplished  by  1009241;,  Ele¬ 
ments  of  Trp  E,  17th  Cav,  Btry  C,  3/319  Arty,  and  elements  of  i73d  Spt  En  were 
subsequently  moved  into  the  ai-ea  using  35  sorties  of  C-130  aircraft.  Move¬ 
ment  was  completed  by  10190CH. 

There  were  no  '!C  activities  until  10231CH,  when  elements  of  l/5C3d  Inf 
sighted  and  fired  upon  3  VC.  vie  of  YU  132059.  There  were  no  friendly  casualt¬ 
ies  from  this  encoucter  and  \T  casimlties  ere  unknown, 

d.  D+1  (11  \pr  66):  The  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  strength  was  increased  in  Cbj 
area  introducing  the  2/503d  Inf,  3/319th  ;\rty  (-),  173d  Bngr  Co,  the  remainder 
of  the  Cav  Trp,  the  Bde  FveJ  cP,  ari  elements  of  i73d  £pt  Bn.  Movement  of  the  ■ 
Infantry  Battalion  was  accomplished  by  Army  CV-2  aircraft.  The  2/5Q3d  Inf 
closed  into  tie  objective  area  by  111520ri  and  imoediately  assuned  responsibility 
for  security  of  Song  Be  airfield  from  l/5C8d  Inf, 

All  oiher  uhits  v;ere  lifted  by  C-130  or  CV-2  aircraft  and  closed  into  the 
base  (MJnp  at  the  following  times:  3/319th  ;.rty  (-)  144CH,  173d  Engr  Co  1605H, 
an'*  'Irp  E,  17  Cav  elements  »t  162CH, 

Bde  CP  Forv/ard  was  operational  as  of  lUlOCU.  The  engineer  voter  point 
was  operitional  at  11150a:,  The  final  sortie  of  the  day  landed  at  111923H, 
carrying  elements  of  173d  Spt  3n.  The  key  locations  at  the  end  of  D+l  were: 

Bde  CP  -  YU  141073  1/503  -  YU  141069 

2/503d  -  YU  139071  3/319th  -  YU  142071 

S/17  Cav  -  YU  138071  later  Pt  &  Engr  Co  -  YU  175100 

a.  D+2  (12  Apr  66)  >3uild-up  continued  in  the  objective  area  vdth  the  in- 
trodustion  of  I6lst  Fid  Btry  UN2A,  Co  A,  82d  jivn,  Co  D,  16th  Armor,  and  sup¬ 
plies.  Movement  was  accomplished  in  38  sorties  of  C-13C  aircraft  and  was  com¬ 
pleted  by  121810H. 

l/503d  Inf  conducted  six  platoon  size  "Show  of  Force"  patrols  in  the  area 
within  a  five  kilometer  radius  of  Song  Be  airfield  as  directed  by  Frag  Order  1 
to  OPORD  5-66.  All  platoons  moved  overland  to  selected  LZ's  searching  for  AC 
suspects  and  inctullations  enroute.  Departures  wore  at  irregular  intervals 
between  0700  and  lOOai.  All  patrols  were  extracted  by  helicopter,  returning 
between  1330  and  143CH.  Hone  of  the  "Show  of  Force"  patrols  made  contact  with 
VC. 


CP  locations  of  new  units  being  introduced  into  the  Area  of  Operations 
wore:  I6lst  Fid  Btiy  ilNZA  -  YU  148074 

Co  D,  16th  ;  ri.x)r  -  YU  138068 

f.  IW-3  (13  Apr  66):  Build  -up  of  tho  Airhead  vras  concluded  with  the  air¬ 
landing  of  the  1st  Bn,  RAR  at  Song  Be  Airfield,  Air  nevomont  wae  accomplishod 
by  21  CV-2  sorties  and  three  sorties  of  C-130,  beginning  at  1307001.  Tho  1st 
3n,  RAR  closed  into  Song  Be  Airfield  at  131022H, 

Tvdo  soparato  search  and  destroy  operations  were  conducted  by  l/503d  Iiofi 
reinforced  by  Trp  S,  17  Cav  with  ono  platoon  of  Co  D,  16  Arsor,  and  Btry  B, 
,)/319th  Arty  attachod.  One  .',RVN  Rifle  Company  and  ono  ,'iRVN  armored  ear  pla¬ 
toon  conducted  concurrent  coordinated  operations.  Both  operations  involved  a 
onpany  size  Eagle  Flight  linking  up  with  a  force  moving  overland,  and  both 
involved  ARVN  units.  They  wore  lAW  Frag  Order  2  to  OPORD  5-66.  (See  App  2,3  to 
.Annex  P). 
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The  first  operation  v»s  conducted  southeast  of  Song  Be  and  consisted  on  an 
overland  movement  by  B  Co,  1/5C0  and  one  ARVN  ilifle  company  moving  at  0625H,  to 
position  Green,  while  C  Co  was  air  lifted  to  IZ  BLACK.  The  C  Co  air  assault  be¬ 
gan  at  HUH  and  vras  completed  at  1125H.  At  this  tims,  C  Co  began  moving  toward 
position  V/HITE,  and  B  Co  and  the  ARWJ  Vlifle  Co  began  a  search  and  destroy  oper¬ 
ation  astride  Route  TAM,  with  3  Co  on  the  south  and  the  ARVN  Co  on  the  north. 

C  Co  moved  from  LZ  BLACK  into  blocking  Psn  "HITE  at  114CH,  discovering  numerous 
trenches  and  bunkers  in  the  area  and  receiving  occasional  ineffeotive  sniper 
fire.  B  Co  and  the  ARVN  Co  continued  "to"  move  along  Route  TAN  toward  the  C  Co 
blocking  position.  VJhlle  searching  a  viUage  cotiplex,  one  irember  of  B  to  en¬ 
countered  a  pressure  type  AP  mine,  resulting  in  one  frie'Saijr't.'HA';" the 
ARVN  Co  closed  Psn  LUrTE  at  lASAiw  AU  three  companies  were  subsec.uently  ex¬ 
tracted  by  helicopter  end  returned  to  Song  Ee,  closing  at  1625H. 

The  second  operation  was  conducted  northveest  of  Sorg  Be  and  consisted  of 
an  Eagle  Flight  by  A/l/503d  Inf  linking  up  with  Trp  S/I7th  Cav  (reinf),  Trp 
E,  17th  Cav  (reinf)  departed  Song  Be  at  1307OCSI,  escorting  Dtry  B,  3/319th 
Arty,  to  establish  a  fire  support  base.  At  OfcSTI!  this  force  en^oimtered  3  VC 
at  YU  044135.  The  VC  had  otjy- smaU  .arms  and  fled  to  tbe_v/asU  There  were  no 
friendly  casualties.  Btry  B  was  laid  and  ready  to  fire  in  Psn  BLUE  at  091311, 

One  platoon  of  E/I7  Cav  was  left  to  sociuce  this  fire  support  base,  vh'.ile  the 
Eiain  force  proceeded  toward  Psn  BRO’-'M.  A  VC  nine^wns  discovered  at  0915H, 
located  Vic  YU  Q33145,  by  lead  elements  of  Trp  E.  By  095CI.  all  elements  had 
closed  into  Fen  BROVrN  and  were  prepared  to  support  the  air  assault  on  LZ  REB, 
which  commenced  at  1025H  and  was  completed  at  1058H.  Trp  3,  ,17th  Cav^ygeeived 
automatic  weapons  fire  from  an  estimated  12_to,15,.VC  located  vie  YU  9^138  at 
1055H.  Fire  was  returned  resulting  in  two  vC  KIA  (BC),  The  remaining  VC  fled 
to  the  west.  At  124ffl  ,oq^  friendly..  LTIA  resulted  when  a  member  of  TrpB  step¬ 
ped  on  a  booby  trap  vie  Y^  995148.  In  the  sane  vicinity,  bctvfeen  i25?~and  1337H, 
three  caches  of  rice  totaling  2500  lbs,  and  two'  55  dru.ms,  also  fuU  of  rice 
were  located. 

At  14C0i,  Co  l/503d  Inf  and  Trp  E,  17th  Cav  effected  link-up  in  the  vic¬ 
inity  of  XU  002142,  where  Trp  3  apprehended  I3  VC  suspects,  one  of  which  was 
later  confirmed  to  be  a  VC,  E/17  WS'S  released  from  OPCON  of  l/503'd  Inf  and  A 
Co,  l/503d  Inf  proceeded  toward  L2  ORANGE.  At  1545H  Trp  encountered  a  VC 
sniper  vie  XU  055185  resulting  in  one  friendly  KHA,  two  VVilAj  one  .'/C.  KIA,  (SC.).,, 
and  capture  of  one  carbine.  The  extraction  of  Co  l/503d  Inf  from  IZ  OIUMGE 
to  Song  Be  began  at  08(XH  and  ended  at  I83OH,  ;>t  1832J!  Trp  17th  Cav  began 
its  return  to  base  camp,  escorting  Btry  B,  3/319th  Arty.  All  elements  of  this 
force  closed  into  base  camp  at  1936H,  thus  concluding  the  operation.  A  reaction 
force  of  one  infantry  company  was  maintained  throughout  the  day  by  the  ic/503d, 

g.  D+4  (14  Apr  66):  173d  Abn  Bdo  (Sop)  continued  Operation  DEfrVER  by  con¬ 

ducting  two  Battalion  size  search  and  destroy  operations,  employing  both  air¬ 
mobile  and  ground  assaults,  lAU  Frag  0  3  to  OPORD  5-66.  (See  App  4,  Annex  B), 

The  l/503d  Inf  conducted  two  company  size  Eagle  Flights  in  the  area  south 
of  Song  Be.  Co  B  was  heliliftod  into  LZ  JABE  at  0616H  and  conducted  search  and 
destroy  opsrationa  in  that  vicinity.  Sevon  VC  were  sight.ee  on  the  LZ  but  na 
contact  vms  made.  At  0934}!  Co  Q  discovered  and  destroyed  four  tons  of  rice  at 
YU  135997,  and  also  detained  two  male  and  six  female  suspects  end  eleven  child¬ 
ren.  Later  at  10431:  seven  additional  tons  of  rice  were  located  at  YU  130997. 

At  II55H  B  Co  reeeivod  stiall  arms  fire  from  the  village  at  YU  110976.  Arty  was 
fired  and  the  village  was  swept  with  negative  results.  B  Co  continued  search¬ 
ing  the  area  until  1710H  when  it  was  extracted  from  IZ  JABE  by  helicopter  and 
returned  to  bass  camp.  Captured  rice,  VC  suspects,  and  rsfugees  ware  also  eva¬ 
cuated  by  helicopter. 
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Co  C,  accompanied  by  one  AEVN  Ranker  Plat,  was  helilifted  into  LZ  OPAL 
at  0915H  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  that  area.  At  104CH, 

C  Co  discovered  1000  Lbs  of  rice  at  YU  197992,  captured  one  v'C,  detained  33 
refufiOGs,  captured  an  Ml  carbir.e,  two  shotguns  and  a  bicycle.  C  Co  was  ex¬ 
tracted  from  LZ  JADE  at  18301. 

Co  1,  l/5C3d  Inf  was  held  at  Base  Camp  as  a  reaction  force  throughout 
the  operation. 

The  Ist  Battalion,  RAR  with  Iblst  71d  Ltry,  RK2A,  Co  )/,  16  i.rmor,  one 
plat  of  Trp  I’.,  17th  Cav,  one  I'F  Co,  and  one  plat  of  .irmored  Cars  (ARVU),  con¬ 
ducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  area  northwest  of  Song  Be.  Units 
deployed  by  air  assault  and  ground  movement  to  the  objective  area.  The  over¬ 
land  elements,  consisting  of  Co  D,  l/;iAR;  I6lst  ?ld  Btry  RNZA;  Co  D/16  .■.rmor; 
one  plat,  Trp  B,  17  Cav;  one  ARVN  Co;  and  the  «RVU  Armored  Car  Plat,  departed 
base  caa'p  at  0645H.  They  proceeded  to  12,  ORANGE  vri.thout  incident.  The  force 
closed  into  LZ  ORANGE  vri.th  the  Arty  Btry  ready  to  fire  at  090211.  Co's  B  and 
C,  l/RAR  conducted  an  air  assault  on  12  DIAKOND  at  10551  after  a  ten  minute 
Arty  and  a  five  minute  armed  helicopter  preparation.  By  111211  the  two  company 
force  had  secured  12  DIAfiOND,  and  coieenced  search  ard  destroy  operations  that 
vicinity.  At  171CH  the  ARVN  Company  made  contact  with  6  VC  in  ft  deserted  vil¬ 
lage  Vic  TJ  035151.  The  VC  vrere  pursued  and  Arty  w5s"*fired  at  them,  v/;\th  un- 
knovm  resijl'ts.  At  175CH,  three  local  force  VC  were  contacted  at  YU  035174, 
resulting  :ir.  two  yc.KlA  (BC)  and  tvra  Ml  rifles  captured.  <-t  190(H  a  patrol 
from  D  Co  f.wde  contact  with  an  estimated  8  VC  with  three  automatic  weapons, 
vie  YU  0411/.1.  Results  were  1  friendly  ’ llA  and  no  vC  casualties.  1/RAR  ard 
attachments  remained  in  vie  of  iZ's  'JIAIDND  and  ORAIKE’  lhfbugh  the  night  of 
14  Apr  66. 

h.  IM-5  (15  Apr  66)  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  continued  Operation  D2-WER,  term¬ 
inating  one  Battalion  size  search  and  destroy  operation  and  conducting  two 
company  size  Eigle  Flights,  lAW  Frag  0  4  to  CPCPL  5-66  (see  App  5*  Annex  B). 

l/taR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  northwest  of  Song  Be,  At 
081 9H,  and  again  at  0842H,  B  Co  made  contact  with  3  VC.  Results  were  negative 
on  both  occasions,  B  and  C  Co's  were  extracted  from  ^  Dl/iMOND  at  1200H  and 
returned  to  base  camp.  After  extraction  was  completed,  the  remaining  elements 
proceeded  overland  to  base  camp  and  closed  at  1310H. 

Co's  A  and  C,  l/503d  Inf  conducted  Eagle  Flights  to  L2  LILLY  and  IZ  DIAMOND 
respectively  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  area  east  of  Song 
Be,  Operations  were  supported  b.'  Btry  C,  3/319  Arty,  escorted  to  a  fire  support 
base  by  Trp  E,  17th  Cav,  Co  D,  i/503d  remained  at  Song  Be  as  a  ready  reaction 
force. 

Btry  C,  3/31 9th  Arty  was  in  position  and  ready  to  fire  at  0730H  vie  183105. 
A  ten  minute  Arty  preparation  was  fired  on  LZ  LILLY  from  081 5H  to  oe25H  followed 
by  armed  helicopter  preparation.  The  1  et  lift  of  Co  A  landed  on  IZ  LIUY  at 
0832H  without  VC  contact.  Co  A  closed  at  084811.  At  091 5H  two  VC  were  contacted 
vie  257160,  After  being  fired  upon  the  VC  fled,  leaving  one  Ml  carbine,  one 
Mauser  93  rifle  a.nd  one  medical  kit,  A.t  0937H,  two  VC  suapficts  were  captured 
vie  YU  253158.  later,  at  0945H,  Co  A  also  located  seven  tons  of  rice,  a  tunnel 
oomplex,  and  25  wo:'wn  and  children.  Bags  were  requsstod  for  the  loose  rice 
?.nd  a  recovery  party  was  left  at  12  LIILY  to  evacuate  rice  and  ouspoets.  The 
/'recovery  party  captured  two  cuapeots  at  1302H  and  two  more  at  131 5H,  one  of 
''  them  had  8000  Piaetreo  inTTo  poeeaaeion.  All  were  found  \’ic  YU  253158,  The 
company  (-)  moved  to  Obj  TULIP  whore  contact  negative.  A  Company  returned 
to  12  UlLY  and  wao  instructed  to  remain  overnight  and  to  continue  extracting 
rice.  At  1735H,  etUpef^fire  vmo  received  from  vie  YU  249162,  resulting  in  one 
frtendW JftA.  ArMd  helloopters  and  TAC  air  strikes  wers  used  to  suppress  this 
fire.  A  deoepblvs  extraction  was  oadt  at  1840H  to  confuse  the  enemy. 
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Co  C,  1/503d  Inf  was  airlifted  into  12  ESiL'.LD  between  0904H  and  0926H, 
and  deploying  one  element  to  Obj  PAM3Y  and  another  to  Obj  ROSE,  At  1110H 
two  VC  suanects  were  captured  at  YU  266146.  Under  interrogation,  the  two 
individuals  stated  that  there  were  50  VC  in  prepared  positions,  across  the 
river,  vie  YU  270142,  Tivo  elements  of  C  Co  crossed  the  river  to  investigate. 

An  armed  helicopter,  firing  suppressive  fires  in  support  of  the  crossing, 
overshot  the  target  and  fired  into  friendly  troops,  wounding  three,  at  1225H. 

A  sweep  of  the  suspected  area  was  conducted  with  negative  results.  Two  VC 
<'nd  their  families  were  captured  in  aj;unnel  system  vie  YU  260138.  All  ele¬ 
ments  of  C  Co  returrSifftO' IZ'ErSRAllT  at  r655fi  and  were  extracted  by  helicopter 
to  Song  Be. 

IVhile  securing  Btry  C,  3/319th  Arty,  Trp  E,  17th  Cav  elements  picked  up 
two  Monks  Vic  YU  185109  at  1130H.  They  stated  that  VC  were  in  position  at 
YU  213116  and  also  had  a  base  camp  at  YU  218115.  Arty  was  fired  on  the  loc¬ 
ations,  resulting  in  three  possible  VC  KIA.  C  Btry  and  Trp  E,  17th  Cav  re¬ 
mained  in  position.  . "" — . 

i.  Dt6  (16  Apr  66):  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  continued  Operation  DEIiVER  by 

conducting  a  Battalion  size  air  assault  and  reconnaissance  in  force  southwest 
of  Seng  Be  lAW  Frag  0  5  to  OPOiD  5-66.  An  armored  link-up  vdth  Co  A,  l/503d 
Inf  was  also  conducted  vie  12  LIIXY  Frog  0  7  to  OFORD  5-66.  Co  A,  l/503d 
Inf  continued  search  and  destroy  operation  vie  12  LIIXY.  (See  App  6  and  7, 

A.nnex  B). 

1st  Bn,  RilR  and  I6lst  Btry  RJEA  began  movement  into  AO  SP/ufI  at  0645.’!. 
Movement  v.-as  by  UH-1D  and  CH-47  helicopter  to  12  JANE,  3  Co  l/lt'iR  landing 
at  071  OH  and  the  l6lst  Btry  at  0750K.  The  2nd  Uft  of  UH-ID's  placed  ,1  Co 
on  12  CIKIY  it  0820H,  and  the  3d  lift  landed  D  Co  at  0S45H,  also  on  —  CIimY. 

C  Co  was  held  at  Song  Be  as  a  ready  reaction  force, 

Co  B  secured  the  fire  support  base  at  12  J»HE  and  conducted  limited  re- 
coaaaissance  in  that  area  while  Co's  A  and  D  conducted  a  reconnaissance  in 
force  tov/ard  Obj  BILL,  At  IOI5H,  Co  A  discovered  a  4-6  month  old  platoon 
size  VC  Camp  vie  YU  086905.  At  1100H  B  Co  found  two  6  month  old  Bunkers  vie 
YU  074941,.  Co  B  made  contact  with  4  VC  at  1255M  vie  YU  079947.  Tl'.e  VC  were 
fired  upon  hut  aiTleeeeped.  Co's  .V  and  D,  l/RAR,  v.’erc  extracted  fror.  ?sn 
BILL  between  I6IOH  and  I63OH,  The  I6lst  Btry  and  Co  B  wore  then  extracted 
from  12  J..KE.  All  elements  closed  into  Brigade  Base  Camp  by  171CH, 

Task  Force  DUNLAP,  consisting  of  Co  D,  I6th  Armor  reinforced  by  two  pla¬ 
toons,  Trp  E,  17th  Cav,  and  one  Co  (-),  2/503ci  Inf,  departed  the  Brigade  base 
at  07OOH  with  the  ndssion  of  moving  to  12  LIUY,  linking  up  with  Co  A,  l/503d 
Inf,  accepting  captured  supplies  from  Co  A,  and  transporting  these  supplies 
back  to  the  Song  Be  area.  The  task  force  ejicountered  4  VC  at  YU  2?21,JJ.f't.  0945K. 
Arty  fire  was  placed  on  the  VC  with  unknown  re sulTiT,'”  At  1256H  one  of  the  E/l7th 
Cav  vehicles  broke  down  vie  220116  ami  vras  evacuated  to  Song  Be  by  CH-47  heli¬ 
copter.  One  VC  suspect  was  captui’ed  at  1350H  vie  258159.  Two  women  and  one 
child  suspected  of  being  VC  dcpeiwJents  were  also  detained.  Link-up  was  accompl¬ 
ished  at  14OOH  end  all  elements  of  TF  DUNL’.P  closed  into  the  Co  A,  l/503d  peri¬ 
meter,  CO,  TF  DUNIi'.P  wae  informed  that  the  task  force  would  ronviin  at  that 
location  overnight  under  OPCON  of  CO,  l/503d  Inf. 

Co  A,  l/503d  Inf  continued  searching  vie  12  LIIIY  and  discovered  two  caches 
at  0820H,  containing  enough  loose  rice  to  fill  400  50  kilogram  bags.  At  1455H 
another  300  Ibe  of  rice  was  uncovered  in  the  same  vicinity.  Co  A  remained  at 
12  LILLY  dvaring  the  night  of  16  Apr. 

J.  D+7  (17  Apr  66):  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  continued  Operation  DEIATER  by 
returning  Co  A,  l/503d  Inf,  TF  DUWLAP  and  Btry  C  3/31 9th  Arty  to  Song  Be,  and 
by  initiating  a  battalion  else  eearoh  and  destroy  operation  southwest  of  Song 
Be.  '  (See  App  7  and  8,  Annex  B). 
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Task  Force  DUNLAP  dape  rted  12  LllUf  at  0730K  and  proceeded  vdthout  in¬ 
cident  back  to  brse  camp,  closing  into  that  location  at  1050H.  Extraction 
of  Co  A,  l/503d  Inf  by  helicopter  began  at  IIRQH,  and  the  last  element  closed 
into  the  Brigade  area  at  1145H.  Btry  C,  3/319th  Arty  moved  at  1150H  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  security  elements  of  Trp  E,  17th  Cav  back  to  the  Brigade  base, 
closing  at  1225II.  At  1315H,  l/503d  annoiuiccd  that  it  had  assumed  respon¬ 
sibility  for  security  of  the' Brigade.  Base  I'*'-  Frag'  0  9  to  OTCRD  5-66.  The 
2/503d  Inf  began  preparing  for  a  four  day  search  and  destroy  operation. 

1/RAR  initiated  a  two  day  search  and  destroy  operation  in  AO  NOSV/AY 
southwest  of  Song  Be,  lAW  Frag  0  8  to  OPC®D  5-66.  1/RAR  and  16lst  Brty  FiNZA 
were  .airlifted  into  12  SAM  by  a  combination  of  UH-ID  and  CH-47  aircraft,  be¬ 
ginning  at  0745H  and  being  completed  at  1006H.  A  fii’e  support  base  \ia.s  es¬ 
tablished  vie  12  SAM  and  secured  by  Co  A.  Co's  B,  C,  and  D  conducted  search 
and  destroy  operations  toward  Cbj  LARRY.  At  1310H,  D  Co  fouiid  a  VC  company 
size  position  which  appeared  to  bo  about  6  months  old.  At  171  OH,  Co  C  lo¬ 
cated  a  battalion  size  base  camp  v;hich  appeared  to  be  about  one  year  old  at 
YU  068833.  l/RAR  ceased  movement  at  1820H  and  remained  in  the  following  lo¬ 
cations  for  the  night: 

CP  -  YU  059858 

A  Co  and  161  Btry  RKZA  -  YU  076864 
B  Co  -  YU  061851 

C  Co  -  VU  056844 

D  Co  -  lU  050854 

k.  ins  (18  Apr  66):  Operation  DENVER  continued  with  one  battalion  size 
search  and  destroy  operation  in  progress,  and  another  being  initiated.  (See 
Appendix  9,  Annex  B), 

The  2/503d  Inf,  supported  by  Btry  A  3/31 9th  Arty,  Trp  E,  17th  Cav  and  one 
ARVN  Ranger  Co,  began  a  search  and  destroy  operation  in  AO  IRELAND,  located 
south  of  Song  Be,  lAW  Frag  0  10  to  OPCScD  5-66, 

From  0655H  to  071 5H,  Trp  E  17th  Cav  conducted  an  air  assault  to  secure 
12  HiARV/iRD  as  a  firo  support  base.  Btry  A,  3/31 9th  Arty  was  lifted  onto 
Hi'iRV/vRD  by  CH-47  helicopter  between  0745H  and  0925H.  Trp  E  17tii  Cav  remained 
as  the  security  force.  The  2/503d  Inf  conducted  an  air  assault  on  12  YALE 
after  an  Arty  preparation.  The  1st  lift  moved  at  C037K  and  the  Last  element 
closed  12  YALE  at  1012H.  One  VC  suspect  and  1000  lbs  of  rice  were  captured 
■Vic  YU  238996  at  101  OH,  and  at  1015H  another  500  lbs  were  located  vie  YU 
293982,  At  IO3OH  several  incidents  occurred.  A  second  suspecu  was  captured; 
a  trench  and  tunnel  system  wei'e  located  at  YU  238993,  in  which  a  s\iitoass  full 
of  documents  was  discovered;  tvro  more  suspects  were  captured  at  YU  238993 J  and 
at  YU  23898/*,  a  Hauser  98  rifle  was  captured  when  a  VC  sniper  fired  the  weapon 
and  then  fled. 

At  11  ION,  2/503d  Inf  elements  captured  one  wounded  VC  with  a  shotgun.  The 
VC  died  later.  At  13OOH,  2/503d  Inf  elements  detained  throe  refugees  end  a  VC 
suspect  who  stated  that  30  to  40  VC  cadre  had  boon  in  a  vilLage  at  YU  242988. 
This  area  was  searched  by  a  patrol  at  1400H.  Throe  bags  of  clothing,  three 
bags  of  rice  and  numerous  documents  were  found,  jAt  1405N,  one  ton  of  rice  was 
located  at  YU  243990,  and  another  ton  at  YU  244985.  At  I^OH  one  wounded  VC 
was  captured  at  YU  248980.  Ho  was  armed  ■with  a  Fi^nch  M-29  light  machine  gun 
and  was  carrying  a  packet  of  documents  and  a  box  of  medical  supplies.  The 
2/S03d  Inf  oeased  operations  at  1755H  and  spent  the  night  vie  YU  249976, 

The  1/RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  in  AO  NORVAAY  and,  at 
061  OH,  Co  C  found  a  cache  containing  fifty  50  lb  bags  of  snlt  in  a  company 
sized  VC  position  approxlmalely  one  year  old.  At  091 5H  A  Co  contacted  one 
local  force  VC  who  flod  upon  contact,  and  Co  C  captured  two  VC  vie  YU  065619 
at  0921 H. 
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At  I52OH,  1/Ri'»n  began  displacing  to  a  new  location.  They  were  extracted 
by  helicopter  from  IZ  SUl  and  liioved  directly  to  IZ  COLGATE  in  AO  V/AIES.  Move¬ 
ment  was  completed  and  all  elemeiits  closed  in  at  1745n.  A  fire  support  base 
was  established  on  IZ  COLGATE  to  support  subsequent  operations  and  the  night 
was  spent  in  vie  of  that  location.  Positions  of  elements  vjere: 

CP  -  YU  286967 
A  -  YU  286965 
B  -  YU  288970 
C  -  YU  284967 
D  -  YU  288967 
161  St  HIEA  -  YU  288969 

At  202CH,  Co  B  1/R/.R  detained  one  suspect  carrying  medical  supplies.  An¬ 
other  was  apprehended  at  2345H  under  the  same  cifcumstances.  The  capture  of  , 
this  prisO'/Rr  was  a  highlight  of  Operation  DEIJVEP.,  the  prisoner  being  an  , 
Captain.  See  paragraph  3  (Intelligence)  of  this  report. 

A  reaction  company  was  kept  vie  Song  Be  Airfield  by  the  l/503d  Inf  through¬ 
out  the  day. 

l.  D+9  (19  Apr  66):  Search  and  destroy  operations  continued  in  AO  IVALES 
and  AO  IllALi'iND,  (See  App  10,  Annex  B). 

At  13OOI!,  movement  of  Btry  A,  3/31 9th  Arty  from  ^  to  IZ  COiGATE 

was  begun.  The  entire  Btry  closed  in  by  1410H.  Movement  of  Trp  E  l7th  Cav 
was  begun  at  1515H  and  was  concluded  by  1549H. 

The  2/503d  Inf  continued  searchir.g  operations  to  the  south  in  AO  IRZIjiND. 

There  v:as  no  significant  VC  contact  made  during  the  day  and  perimeter  was  se¬ 
cured  vie  YU  255946  for  the  night. 

The  l/t;'vR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  in  AO  WALES  south  of  IZ 
COLGATE  employing  three  companies.  Co  C  remained  v/ith  I6lst  Bti’y,  KZA  as  se¬ 
curity  for  the  fire  support  base.  There  was  no  sigrd.fioa.nt  contact  .made  with 
the  VC.  A  perimeter  was  secured  vie  YU  299952  for  the  night, 

m.  D+lO  (20  ..pr  66):  Oper.’tion  DENVER  continued  with  both  battalions  sectrch-, 
ing  to  the  south  in  their  respective  AO's.  2/503d  Inf  closed  IZ  DUICE  at  1145H 
and  then  continued  south  to  vie  YU  255904  whore  a  perimeter  vm.s  formed.  At 
1915H  a  VC  with  a.u  automatic  weapon  approac!ie_d_an  ambush  pa.trol  at  YU  258903. 

The  VC  was  fired  upon  with  unknown  results. 

l/a\n  oapt.urcd  4_VC_^uai£Ct8  at  143CH  vie  YT  288973.  Investigatioji  revealed 
that  they  wore  carrying  40,000  Piastres,  medical  itema,  and  papers  requesting 
food,  hats,  and  400  pcirs  of  black  pajamas,  A  perimeter  was  .'ormed  vie  YT 
289925. 


n.  Dtll  (21  Apr  66):  Opor.ation  DENVER  continued  with  the  two  battalions 
oontinulng  to  search  to  the  south,  linking  up  for  the  night  at  IZ  SAYLOR. 

1/RAR  oommenced  movement  ftt  0800H,  continuing  se.arch  and  destroy  operations. 
At  IIO5H,  one  VC  was  oneountorad  at  YU  0441 94»  resulting  in  enp  possible, VC. 
killed.  At  I324H  Co  D  svide  contact  with  an  unknown  number  of  vC  at  YU  290097i 
reeulting  in  one  VC  KIAjac).  and  3  KIA  (noaaiblc).  At  1505H,  D  Co  eonVaoted 
^VC  wearing  Uaok  and  white  uniforms  at  YU  286901,  but  all  escaped,  l/iiAR 
llnia'irGp'with  2/5C|3d  Inf  vie  of  U  BAYLOR  at  1505H. 

The  2/503d  Inf  conmeneed  movement  at  0930H  and  procoedud  to  search  BUNAKO 
village  (YU  2788)  where,  at  1112H,  they  detained  seven  men  and  23  women  and 
chlldnn.  The  men  were  oarrying  tow  leather  satchels  containing  clothing, 
doeuosnts,  aadioine,  ammunition,  and  ID  cards.  At  13OOH,  Co  C  captured  a  VC 
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suepect.vio  XU  260Q80,  and  at  I605H,  B  Co  received  ten  rounds  of  small  aras 
fire  from  vie  XU  183063.  Link  up  was  accomplished  with  1/RAR  as  stated  above. 

0.  IH12  (22  Apr  66):  Operation  DENVER  continued  vdth  both  battalions  and 
the  fire  support  base  being  extracted  by  helicopter  to  Song  le,  and  by  the  com- 
moncement  of  movement  of  the  Brigade  back  to  Bien  Hoa.  (See  App  11,  Annex  E). 

The  extraction  of  161st  Btry,  RN2A  began  at  0800H  and  continued  until  0924H 
when  the  last  element  cleared  LZ  COLGATE.  The  l/RAR  was  extracted  from  LZ  DAXLOR 
beginning  0748H  and  was  complete  at  IOO5H.  Both  of  these  units,  plus  D/l6th  Armor 
were  airlifted  back  to  Bien  Hoa  during  the  afternoon. 

The  2/503d  Inf  continued  searching  vie  LZ  BAYLOR.  At  07/t5H,  elements  ap¬ 
prehended  one  refugee  at  XU  269880,  and  at  0750H  two  VC  '.^re  sighted  and  fired 
upon  in  that  same  location.  At  0905H,  23  Vietnamese  :«:re  found  hiding  in  bunkers 
and  two  in  a  hut  vie  XT  277893.  TwQjffire  VC. suspects.  All  othei's  were  treated 
as  refugees.  At  1000H,  one  VC  Mas,  captured  vie  XU  277893.  He  had  one  hand  gren  - 
ade,  and  two  bags  of  cidthing’”and  documents.  Extraction  of  the  2/5C3d  Inf  began 
at  1200H  and  was  complete  at  1620H.  Btry  A,  3/3l9th  Arty  and  li-p  E  17th  Cav 
were  extracted  from  LZ  COLGATE  between  lOOai  and  I735H. 

p.  EH-13  (23  Apr  66):  Operation  DE^M;h  continued  as  elements  of  the  Brigade 
returned  to  Lien  Hoa.  Perimeter  security  of  the  Song  Be  Airfield  was  assumed  by 
the  2/503d  Inf  at  O700H.  /ill  elements  of  the  Brigade  except  2/503d  Inf,  one  Arty 
Btry,  Trp  E  17th  Cav,  and  elements  of  Spt  En,  were  returned  to  the  lien  Hoa  area 
by  a  combination  of  C-13O  and  CV-2  aircraft. 

q,  D+14  (24  Apr  66):  Air  movement  to  Lien  Hoa  was  suspended  because  of  lack 
of  aircraft.  The  Brigade  (-)  conducted  normal  security  operations  in  tlie  Bien  Koa 
area  and  the  2/503d  Inf  continued  to  secure  Song  Le  Airfield,  'iv’hile  returning 
from  a  night  ambush  site,  a  small  patrol  from  2/503d  Inf  encountered  a  booby  trap 
vie  XU  148084  and  sustained  a  total  of  five  casualties  (WIA). 


r,  0+15  (25  Apr  66):  Operation  DENVER  officially  terminated  when  the  last 
element  of  the  2/503d  Inf  was  airlifted  back  to  Bien  Koa,  closing  in  at  ’646H. 

5.  Supporting  Forces: 

a.  3d  En,  3'9th  Arty  with  I6lst  Jld  Btry,  RIvZA  attached,  was  located  at  the 
Brigode  Base,  vicinity  of  Song  Be  Airfield,  in  general  support  of  the  Brigade. 
For  specific  operations,  batteries  were  placed  in  cirect  support  of  particular 
battalions  or  task  forces  and  often  displaced  to  establish  separate  fire  support 
bases  within  supporting  distance  of  a  specific  area  of  operations, 

(1)  Size  of  Force:  Thres  (3)  six  (6)  gun  lOJnm  Howitzer  batteries,  one 
(1)  four  (4)  gun  Howitzer  battery,  aixT  two  (2)  four  (4)  sun  4.2  inch  mortar  pla¬ 
toons. 

(2)  How  and  when  employed; 

(4)  Preparations  on  landing  zones  were  fired  by  Brigade  Arty  as 

follows I 


RED 

13  Apr 

JADE 

14  Apr 

OPAL 

14  Apr 

DIAMOND 

14  Apr 
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LILLY  15  Apr 

El'IERALD  15  Apr 

YAIE  18  Apr 

COLGATE  18  Apr 

(b)  On  call  missions  from  10  Apr  to  25  Apr  66. 

(o)  Harrassing  and  interdiction  fires  from  10  Apr  to  25  Apr  66, 

(3)  Results:  During  Operation  DENVER  the  Brigade  Artillery  fired  a 
total  of  806  missions  expending  6,574  rounds.  The  ammunition  expenditure 


breakdown  was  as  follows: 

MISSIONS  ROUIiDS 


Bde  Arty  614  5,103 

Mortar  Plat,  2/503  173  1,356 

Mortar  Plat,  D/l6  19  110 


Artillery  fires  were  effective  during  this  operation.  LZ  pre¬ 
paratory  fires  successfully  reduced  VC  resistance.  On  numerous  occasions, 
fire  was  placed  on  areas  of  reported  ground  fire  or  VC  sightings,  resulting  in 
the  stopping  of  fire  cind  dispersal  of  VC,  undoubtedly  inflicting  casualties. 

(4)  Timeliness:  Because  of  coordination  effected  in  the  Brigade  Fire 
Support  Coordination  Center  between  Artillery,  Army  Air,  and  Air  Force  TAG  Air, 
the  timeliness  of  Arty  fires  was  excellent. 

b.  U.3.  Air  Force: 

(1)  Size  of  Force:  A  total  of  86  tactical  Air  Sorties  wore  flovni,  ex¬ 
pending  9,3.7  tons  of  ordnance,  and  56  ALO/FAC  Sorties  were  flovm  diu-ii'g  Operation 
DENVER.  In  addition,  229  sorties  of  inter-theater  aircraft  transported  2618  tons 
of  supplies  and  equipment  into  the  area  of  operations. 

(2)  How  and  when  employed: 

(a)  Elements  of  the  Brigade  were  airlifted  to  and  from  the  Area 
of  Operations, 

(b)  TAG  air  provided  pre-planned,  on  call,  and  quick  reaction 

missions  throughout  the  operatio::.  Use  of  TAG  air  was  limited  because  there 
were  no  major  contacts.  On  191S3CS1  Apr  66,  a  quick  reaction  nuasionuas  placed 
on  the  suspected  location  of  a  regular  force  VC  battalion  as  reported  by  the 
KVA  Captain  captured  on  102345H  66.  Results  are  currently  unkno^■m. 

(c)  An  airborne  FAC  was  available  at  all  times  during  the  oper¬ 
ation,  either  in  the  air  over  the  AO,  or  on  strip  alert.  Ground  FAC  teams 
were  furnished  each  task  force  employed, 

(d)  Resupply  was  provided  from  Bien  Iloa  to  Song  Be  throughout 
the  operation  by  intor-theater  aircraft, 

(3)  Results  and  effectiveness: 

(a)  Limited  TAG  air  support  was  utilized  during  the  operation. 

No  large  VC  formatlcaa  were  encountered  and  the  number  of  VC  killed  by  Air  (KBA) 
cannot  bo  determined.  Several  secondary  explosions  occured  due  to  TAC  air  strikes 
however. 
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(b)  The  airborne  and  ground  FAC's  used  during  the  operation 
were  effoctiva,  resulting  in  timely  and  accurate  support  by  TAC  Air. 

(4)  Timeliness:  See  5b(3)(b)  above. 

(5)  Air  Request  Net  Utilized:  The  SOP  Air  Request  Net  was  utilized 
during  Operation  DENVER.  Requests  were  initiated  b,'  the  ground  commander  sent 
to  the  Brigade  C?  by  either  the  ground  FAC,  Airborne  FAC,  or  through  Army 
channels,  and  then  to  II  FFORCEV  Direct  Air  Support  Center  (DA3C).  If  a  mission 
was  requested  when  both  FAC  and  TAC  air  were  airborne,  no  further  coordination 
was  needed  and  the  strike  was  conducted. 

(6)  Air  Ground  Marking  System:  In  all  cases  during  Operation  DEi'JVER, 
targets  were  marked  for  TAC  Air  by  the  airborne  FAC  utilizing  white  phosphorus 
rockets,  except  on  one  occasion  v;hen  l/503d  Infantry  used  smoke  grenades  to  mark 
the  trace  of  their  front  line  positions. 

c.  kray  Aviation: 

(1)  Size  of  Force:  During  Operation  DEI.'VER,  Army  Aviation  support  was 
provided  by  the  following  units: 

(a)  Co  A,  82d  Aviation  Company 

(b)  173d  Aviation  Platoon 

(c)  I6l3t  Reece  Flight  (Australian) 

(d)  11th  Aviation  Battalion 

(o)  145th  Aviation  Battalion 

(f)  57th  Aviation  Company 

(g)  57th  Medical  Detaclment  (Helicopter  Med) 

(h)  61  St  Aviation  Company 
•  (2)  How  and  when  employed: 

(a)  Heliborno  Assault:  12  Separate  company  and  battalion  s.lze 
heliborne  assaults  were  conducted.  Those  utilized  1,429  combat  assault  sorties. 

(b)  Armed  helicopter  -  482  sorties. 

(o)  Resupply  flights  -  662  sorties. 

(d)  Cenmand  Liaison  Flights  -  357  sorties. 

(e)  Connand  and  Control  Flights  -  160  sorties. 

(f)  Aerial  Reconnaisanco  Flights  -  13^  sorties. 

(g)  Poyehologicfl  Operations  Flights  -  4  sorties, 

(h)  RRU  Flights  >  16  sorties. 

(I)  Aerial  Artillery  Observer  Flights  -  19  sorties. 

(J)  Medical  Evacuation  Flights  -  19  sorties,  including  12  sorties 
flown  by  "Dust-Off"  aircraft. 
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(k)  Radio  Relay  -  11  sorties. 

(l)  Miscellaneous  -  102  sorties, 

.  (n)  Total  sorties  flown  -  3*392. 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  Aviation  support  during  (Operation 
DENVER  was  excellent.  All  requested  mssions  wore  accomplished  with  a  miil- 
inum  of  time  lag,  except  in  qoo  case  where  CH-47'3  arrived  late.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  are  examples  of  the  outstanding  support  rendered: 

(a)  Co  A,  82d  Ava  Co  flow  1,170.6  hours  in  support  of  the  Bde 
trrnsporting  5,590  passengers  and  movi:^  178  tons  of  cargo. 

(b)  The  16l3t  Recce  Flight  flew  132.8  hours  in  su;jport  of  the 
Brigade,  averaging  10.2  hours  daily.  Utilization  was  for  Radio  itelay.  Com¬ 
mand  and  Liaison,  and  Aerial  Observation. 

(c)  The  5?th  Medical  Detachment  (iiolieoptor  Medics)  fleu  15 
hours  in  support  of  the  Brigade,  evacuating  19  injured  personnel, 

(d)  Throughout  the  Operation,  Army  Aviation  transported  a 
total  of  13,528  passengers  and  323  tons  of  cfxgo, 

(4)  Timeliness:  See  5o  (3)  above. 


6,  .aKINISTRj'.TIVE  MATTERS: 


a.  General:  To  support  Operation  DEiIVER,  a  Fi-ai  Bde  Support  Operitions 
Cantor  (BSOC)  was  ostablislied  at  Phouc  Dinh  (TU  141073).  Included  wore  sup¬ 
ply,  transportation,  maintemuice  and  medical  facilities  from  the  173d  Sup¬ 
port  Battalion.  Elements  of  1st  Log  Command  provided  unit  distribution  tc 
Brigade  roar  elements  and  resupply  of  the  BSOC  was  by  /dr  Force  fixed  vdng 
aircraft  from  BIEM  HOA  Air  Base.  A  tot.-J.  of  229  C-130  sorties  delivered 
1,216  tons  of  all  classes  of  supply,  vehicles  weighing  a  total  of  1,402 
tons,  and  1,419  personnel. 

b.  Supply  and  Transportation:  Representatives  from  o-.ch  unit  involved 
in  the  operations  wore  located  adjacent  to  the  BSX.  Rosupplj’  of  deployed 
units  was  accomplished  by  road  when  possible  and  by  rotary  vdng  aircr  ft 
when  otherwluo  inaccossiblu,  161  UH-ID  sorties  were  flovm,  ddivoring  65 
tons  of  supplies.  Apprc'Ximatoly  75  tons  of  all  classes  of  supplies  were 
required  daily  to  oust  .in  the  Bde  Task  Force.  Brigade  Infcntry  h.'.ttali-ns 
moved  to  and  from  the  oporaticn;'!.  area  by  CV-2  aircraft,  n  tetad  of  167 
sorties  were  flown  to  support  these  moves.  The  rowaindor  of  Bdo  ele.mo.uts 
moved  by  C-130  and  Ci:-47  sorties.  A  tot.al  of  154  sorties  of  C-13G  and  17 
sorties  of  C!l-47«  Ko  administration  problems  were  encountered  during  the 
operation. 

c.  Maintenance:  Because  of  lack  of  road  access  and  limited  number  of 
Bdo  vohicloo  at  the  BSOC,  Companj'  "0"  (Kaint),  173d  Support  Battflion,  pro¬ 
vided  a  small  contact  to..m  for  mechanical,  signal  and  arsmfwnt  mainten.anco, 
Rupairs  were  made  whon  possible,  otherwise  the  oquiixiont  vjas  rocoivod  and 
processed  to  the  roar,  A  total  of  69  Jobs  wore  handled,  50  coaplotod  at 
the  BSOC  the  romaindur  evacuated  to  the  roar. 

d.  Medical:  C-apany  B  (Medical),  173d  Support  Battalion  operated  a 
forwaK  oloering  station  at  the  BSOC.  The  57th  and  254th  Medical  Dotach- 
ments  (Heliouptor  Aobulonco)  providod  st.andby  nodovac  eevorago  at  the  BSOC. 
A  total  of  12  Bodovao  missions  vroro  flown  in  support  of  DENVER.  Whon  ro- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVAB-SC 

SUBJECT:  Corabat  Opcraticna  After  Action  Eoport  (MiXV/KCS/J3/32) 

quircd  because  of  acverit:'  of  wcimUs,  personnel  iverc  avucuated  direct  to 
the  93rd  Evacuation  Hospital.  Vou;idoJ  pcrsornial  couii-^g  into  the  Bdo  Clear- 
Ing  Station  were  treated  as  necessary  ar*u  then  evacuated  to  BEEN'  HOA  or  re¬ 
turned  to  duty.  During  tiic  operation,  a  total  of  230  patients  were  treated 
at  the  claaring  station. 

c.  Caxiunications:  The  prinary  t^eans  of  comur.ications  during  the 
operation  was  M  radio.  Wire  ciaaaunications  were  utilizo’d  vdthin  the  Bde 
Base,  Radio  Relay  systems  wore  established  to  ccamiunicate  lath  task  forces 
when  nocessary.  Secure  teletype  and  VHF  telephone  patch  systems  wore 
established  to  II  H’ORCEV  and  to  the  Brigade  Rear  Base  at  BIEH  HOA. 

7.  CQ'&iAUDERS  AIUJjYSIS:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  "(Separate)  Oporaticn 
DENVER  was  valuable  as  a  training  vehicle  for  the  largo  nur.i'ocr  of  replace¬ 
ments,  both  Officers  and  Enlisted  men,  who  had  arrived  throughout  the  Ede, 
Areas  in  wliicl;  additional  training  was  needed  were  evident, 

a.  Civil  Affrirs/Psy  Ops: 

(1)  Civil  Affairs;  During  this  oporrtion,  65  feA'llies  were  re¬ 
located  fra.1  insecure  areas  into  more  secure  areas  in  the  vicinit;'-  of  the 
Province  Headquarters  at  Song  Bo.  Our  part  in  this  cixrr  tion  was  the 
transport  of  fauilies  and  bolor^jir^gs  to  the  Province  Headquarters  vbei’e 
they  wore  delivered  to  the  G'VK  Province  officials  for  resettlement  in 
established  refugee  villages, 

(2)  Civic  Action:  i-SDCaP  teams  fro:.:  Edo  S5  v;orkod  in  the  area  of 
operations  daily  at  two  sites.  The  Kedical  Company  each  d.-y  provd-dod  one 
doctor  to  work  in  the  Provincial  Hospital  and  one  Doctor  to  work  in  ti'io 
surrounding  villages,  A  dentist  was  also  provided  on  a  daily  b  sis  to 
work  one  half  day  and  to  alternate  in  the  surrounding  villages.  Brigade 
MEDCAP  teams  treated  2661  persons  during  tho  operation  and.  the  DEsTCAP 
team  treated  93  ixirsons.  TS/onty  tvns  of  rioo  vwre  recaptured  fren  Viet 
Ceng  caches  and  returned  to  tho  Province  Chief  for  distribution  to  needy 
fai'ilios.  This  rice  v/as  extracted  by  helicopter  from  forward  positions 
.and  dupositod  in  tho  Province  Ho.adquartcrs.  A  rice  recovery  tcaei  was 
orgajiisod  and  used  to  good  advantage  during  this  o;x:r  .tion.  This  tot-m 
consisted  of  a  10  man  erv'inoer  component  and  a  25  n.an  security  element , 
After  caches  wore  lec.'.ted  by  tho  £oxvli\'.  oloioonts  this  to.au  could,  be  must¬ 
ered,  Hcli-liftcd  in,  secure  the  aaaca,  and  b.ag  tho  rice,  roleasin^g  tho 
finding  urdt  to  proceed  with  its  mission.  After  tho  completion  of  the 
rice  bagging  the  helicopters  extracted  tho  rice  and  tho  recovery  ..leaont. 
It  wus  found  th.at  this  method  vras  very  good  with  largo  caches,  but  the.t 
armall  cachos  could  be  more  oxpoodently  handled  by  tho  finding  unit.  In 
other  Civic  Actions  projects  tho  173d  Engineer  Company  assisted  tho  local 
forces  in  the  cenatructien  of  prefabricated  hoaos  for  refugees  entering 
tho  area.  Tho  Brigade  also  turned  all  empty  kjdo  boxes,  over  to  the  Pro¬ 
vince  for  uao  in  refugee  and  needy  family  huae  construction  projects. 
Thirty  five  boxes  of  canned  food  stuffs  wore  also  distributed  to  noody 
fonildus  and  rofugeos, 

(3)  Psychological  Operations:  Fourteen  Psychological  Oper  .tiens 
opookor  idsslons  were  flown  in  tho  o;x,r3tioaal  aroa  usin;:  Uie  Chiou  Hoi 
thsiao  liireoted  .at  tho  Viot  Cor^g  Guorrilln  bands.  Four  leaflet  missioia 
wore  flown  (Ustributlng  300,000  leaflets  of  tho  terror  and  Chieu  Hoi 
typo.  Tho  Icoflots  drops  wero  oado  in  area  of  suspected  Viot  Ceng  Guer¬ 
rilla  concentrations. 
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AV,3-SC 

SUBJECT:  Ca..bat  0;xiration£  After  Action  Report  (IL\CV/ECS/J3/32) 

b.  Intallijor.ee:  Contacts  with  VC  were  few,  all  being  with  snail  VC 
local  force  units.  Hone  of  tlioso  were  positively  ilontifiou.  Evilenco  to 
confina  intelligence  j-athered  prior  to  the  operation  was  not  grined.  The 
IWA  Captain  who  w.'S  captured  on  IQ  A;,r  66  nay  prove  to  bo  a  very  valuable 
infornant  if  infomation  grlisiacL  fro;.i  hiu  proves  reliable. 

c.  Tactical  Operations;  The  T.actical  elenents  of  the  Brigade  gained 
valuable  experience  in  aimobile  operations  and  sarrch  and:  destroy  tech¬ 
niques  due  to  the  large  nuaber  of  separate  o;x!r?.tions  v.t.ich  took  place. 

There  was  also  adequate  opportunity  to  request  and  adjust  ..rty  fires  and 
laC  Air  strikes.  The  oneay  reaction  was  to  flee  vri.thout  engaging  Brigade 
units,  except  by  limited  harrassing  actions. 

Results  for  O.xjration  DENVER  arc.  as  folle\:s; 

(1)  U3  forces; 

KH..-1 

\;iL.-l6 

(2)  Australian  Forces: 
tUv-l 

(3)  Nov.'  Zealand  Forces; 

None 

(a)  Viet  Con^  Forces; 

KIA  -  16  (BC)  15  (ost) 

VCC-  23 
VeS-  45 
Eofugoes-  97 
Equipnont  Bosses- 

(a)  Weapons:  (3)  US  Carbines,  (3)  US  shotguns,  (2)  Goman 

Mauser  93  rifles,  (2)  US  Ml  riflos,  (1)  Fmnch 
K29  UiO,  (1)  US  .45  cal  pistol. 

(b)  jiMuunition;  483  s/a  rds,  (2)  hand  grenades,  (3)  rifle 

grenades,  (1)  Slsni  mortar  round. 

(c)  Other: 

1,  Demolitions:  1  booby  tr.ap 

2.  Coa.io:  1  radi'i 

2.  Transport:  1  bicycle 
Rico:  3A.4  tons 
Docuuicnts:  2167 

6.  Miscellaneous;  2-55  o-’'^  drur..3,  1  niedicf;!  kit,  422  as- 
^  Sorted  medical  items,  2  ooiapr.sse-'.,  1 

leud8;:«akor,  1  ground  flare,  13  batter¬ 
ies,  1  oerbi:io  ii^ij.asine,  3  M29  i.K.  '.aaines 


8.  CONCLUSIONS  /JID  liilSSONS  lE.'JUlED: 
a.  Conclusions i 

(1)  Oiiaration  DENVER  was  veluabla  as  a  training  vehicle,  yurocs  in 
which  a  need  for  additional  training  was  evident  wore: 

Map  Reading  &  Navigation 
AUjustsicnt  of  ,'jrty  Fire 
Maroh  &  Bivouac  Discipline 
Village  Soarehing 
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AVAE-SC 

SUBJECTi  Combat  Operations  ATtor  i»ction  F-oport  (FLiCV/llCS/J3/32) 

Dotcotlon  and  Avoidance  of  Booby  Traps 

Muduvac  Prcccdares 

Haiidlin:;  of  Pav's,  Suspects,  and  Scfugecs 

Co;;iiiunications  Security 

Loading  &  Lashing  of  Vohiclos  for  Air  Movoaont 

(2)  Arty  H  At  I  fires  should  bo  fired  in  snail  volleys. 

(3)  Uso  of  flares  and  illumination  uust  to  raduced. 

(4)  .'m  /Urborno  observer  uust  observe  every  .Irtillory  LZ  preparation, 

(5)  AKVN  units  in  the  area  of  operations  uust  be  involved  in  brigade 
rations  whenever  possible. 

(6)  n  Psy-nVar  plan  must  bo  worked  out  for  eacii  opero-tion. 

(7)  Kosponso  to  fire  roquosts  uust  be  rapid  \/hon  intelligence  re¬ 
veals  a  lucrativo  target  for  either  iirtillcrj'  or  TaC  jiir, 

(3)  liodical  Aid  Tents  should  be  located  away  from  Airstrips  and 
Helipads  (except  Jiedcvac  pads)  for  sanitary  reasons. 

(9)  Prisoners  of  V/ar,  Suspects,  and  Refugees  nust  ell  be  tagged 
with  as  much  corplcte  inforoation  as  possible.  This  is  aji  absolute  necessity. 

(10)  Refugees  nust  not  be  confused  with  other  civilians.  Ordinary 
civilians  vdll  have  no  desire  to  be  relocated  in  refugee  housir..’  areas. 

(11)  Trailer  hitches  should  be  welded  on  the  front  of  some  vohiclos 
to  aid  in  leading  trailers  aboard  aircraft. 

(12)  Battalions  may  bo  able  to  itiprove  Landing  zones  used  for  ex¬ 
traction  to  enhance  speed  and  ease  of  operation, 

(13)  There  is  little  advanta;e  to  be  gained  by  a  quick  search  and 
destroy  eper'.tion.  .i  unit  needs  tine  to  do  a  thorough  job, 

(14)  Loading  plans  for  air  laovonent  nust  be  selcctivo.  hissien  es» 
sontial  oqui.uont  of  all  units  should  be  brought  in  before  administrative 
equipment  for  other  units. 

L,  Lessons  Learned; 

(1)  To  save  tiuo  in  recovering  VC  rice  caches,  each  aenbor  ef  a 
unit  sho'vild  carry  an  ewpty  rico  lag  with  hLa.  Tliei-e  ’.dll  bo  no  nocessity 
to  delay  recovery  while  rice  b.igs  are  brought  forward. 

(2)  CLyraoro  tdnos  uust  bo  positionovl  whore  thoy  can  bo  observed. 

If  not  observed,  they  cfoi  bo  turned  around  by  the  VC,  to  point  at  friendly 
forces. 

(3)  It  is  a  good  idea  to  introduce  rapLaenraepts  directly  into  an 
operation  rather  than  allow  thorn  to  wait  in  the  roar  aroa.  The  Battlefif'ld 
indoctrination  period  is  ohortonod  considerably. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Oper  tions  i.ftcir  Action  Iteport  (M.iCV/rLCS/J3/32) 

(4)  In  lunny  casus,  a  Lattlofiold  evacuation  can  be  porfomed  by 
an  ordinary  UH-ID  helicoptor  just  as  satisfactorily  as  by  a  spucial  Med- 
evac  (Dustoff)  aircraft,  since  Dustoff  Aircraft  arc  in  high  demand  and 
short  supply,  ordinary  UH-lD's  may  provide  quicker  reaction. 

FOli  THE  COJliiHOEIi: 


cH.uaif  sura 
Capt,  .'  OR 
i.sst  AG 


ANNEXES: 

A-Ede  Ease  Schematic 
E-Opns  Schematic 
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■  comf’d;^m7;a5. 


ANNEX  A  (Base  Camp  Area  Schematic) 


■  r'ii  icr.cma 


■*''l/503d  Inf  and  2/503d  Inf  alternated  missions  during  the  Operation.  2/503d 
was  the  security  force  from  D+1  vmtil  W-7.  l/!)03d  was  saourity  force  from 

D+7  .-.jf  ii  . 
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APFENDn  1  (Frag  Ordar  tH-2)  to  ANNEX  B  (Cjms  Schematic) 
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APPENDIX  A  (Frag  Order  3,  DfA)  to  ANNEX  B  (Opne  Sohematie) 
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JVUT  To  5CT)i-L 
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APPBHDn  A  iTng  OiAar  5,  Da6.  7)  to  ANNEX  B  (Opns  Bchouotie) 
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APreNDEC  7  (?r*g  Order  5»  D+6)  td  AIiIKEX  B  (Opns  Schemetic) 


ivor  ORMN  TO  seme. 
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APFBIIDIX  8  (Frag  Order  6,  IH-?)  to  ANtSIX  B  (Opns  Schematic) 


l\IOT To  Sc^y.  € 
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APPENDH  10  (Frag  Order  10,  11,  I>f9-ll)  to  ANNEX  B  (Opna  iiohematic) 
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PKELHIIKJIY  INimO3;.a’I0Ii  IiEPOliT 


1.  Biograpldccl  Control  Itau  Hr  66-5-930 

a.  Full  name:  Tii'ai  DOUG 

b.  /Oias!  TUIET  &  TEM 

c.  Rank:  Cr.ptfdn  (liVl) 

a.  VC/IJVA  unit  assigaient  mu  a'iSigneC  Cutlea  :  iissistant  to  Conlat 
Training  Qiiof  at  LAC  SOK  TasgEcnt  Ikaiquarters.  Last  ilissiun  -  sent  to 
Dlii  DIEM  liUWiUiD  II  (YT  278?)  o..  liaison  trip  to  sot  up  accomoCations  for 
the  605th  battalion,  LAC  SOfi  i;e-jir.eiit  which  was  uoviiaj  south  Iron  thoir 
base  camp  area  at  YU  300355  oni  was  clue  to  arrive  near  DL,  DlSi  LUL-LiD  H 
(YT  285385)  on  21U00H  Apr  66. 

e.  Date  and  place  of  birth:  1930  at  TliUMG  DOrKJ  villaore,  VidI  SMI 
District,  KHiJ'IH  HOji  Province. 

f.  Hoao  of  residence:  L/iC  SOU  Rejioicnt  Headquarters  (YU  296377) 

g.  Parents  nmos:  Father  -  TlLdl  TKOi:  (Deceased) 

Mother  -  iiGUYEL  THI  IIAUH 

h.  Eduertion:  3  years  -  FIIAP-VET  Scl-.ool,  VAN  rilli;;  District,  KHAIJH 
HOA  Province. 

i.  Political  tendency:  Moiiter  of  KLFSVN 

J.  Marital  status:  Single 

k.  Social  class:  Poor 

l.  Pi’ior  llilitary  service:  VIST  MIUK  1948-1957 

IJVA  1959  -  Present 

m.  Uola-tivcs  working  for  KVM  or  UVtl'iF:  TiLlJ  MHEU,  ago  32,  brother  in 
-ULVN,  PF:,  1954  at  v;dl  HINH  District,  KlL'dJH  HOA  Province.  TioUC  GlA,  age  42 
brother,  GUVK  Village  Chief  (Deceased  1953)  at  TIiUMG  DOMG  Village,  V/d;  HUM 
District,  KtL'iKH  KOA  Province.  HGUYEN  GIAO,  age  47,  brother-in-law,  AliVl'I 
squad  leader,  V.'JJ  HIUH  District,  KH.'MH  HO,.  Province.  Tiu'JJ  THUOliG,  age  47, 
cousin,  ,diVN  Sgt  V.iK  «UUi  District,  KflAtSI  HO,'.  Province. 

2.  Ciroui.iotances  of  capture  or  return  to  govcrnijent  control. 

a.  When:  182330  April  1966 

b.  Where:  YT  287970 

c.  Captured  by  or  returned  to:  Coupeny  B,  1st  Uoyal  ,iUStr."j.ion  liegii-ient 

d.  Docur.ients  and.  weapons  in  possossicn  when  o.apturod  er  rotui'nod  to  gov- 
ornaont  control:  1  US  45  cal  pistcl,  with  holster,  transfer  orders  iron  Hil6 
to  B.'.C  SOii  i.e  -;inont,  letter  of  introduction  froa  Cl  CT6  (Staff  office  Mu6)  to 
L,'iC  Sen  Fiogiaent  He.adquarters,  letter  of  roce'uv.cnd.aticn  irua  Kii6  to  840th 
Battalion,  letter  of  coi',i.;ondation  frou  Politic.al  Officer  at  Kii6. 

3.  Past  i.ctivities: 

1945  to  1948  -  lived  in  TLbffi  DOUG  village,  V.'M  Kl.M  District,  KH,'A;!!  HOA 
Province. 

1948  to  1954  -  lived  in  KIL'dJH  liOA  Pi’ovince  with  various  VET  MIUK  units, 

1954  -  ilojroupod  to  t.VN  with  3000  .xjople  from  KHiU'lH  iiO..  Province. 

1954,  Hovomler  to  Douonbor  1955  attended  DCS  at  ..HE  El,  City,  .jU.'MG  T.'.Y 
Province,  CIIIICA. 

1956  to  1957  Militray  sorvico  vdth  324th  Division  (WA), 

1957  to  1958  Worked  as  a  woodcutter  in  T.'H  V,'.U  village,  TH,UM  CUOIiC  Dis¬ 
trict,  HGHE  Province,  NVH. 

1958,  January  to  May  I96O  Kocallod  to  sorvico  .and  .assigned  to  34th  Division 
90th  l.ogiucnt,  Ist  Battalion,  3d  Conpany,  2nd  Platoon, 

1960,  Moy  to  Ju.w  1961  -  Military  sorvico  in  NVfJ  vdth  various  units, 

1961,  June  -  Infiltrated  vdth  NVA  unit  through  L.OS  into  SV.H. 

1961,  J'uly  to  Moy  1963  -  with  VC  unit  in  KIL'JJH  HOA  Province. 

1963 >  May  to  April  1966  -  Kilit.-u-y  Duty  (VC)  with  various  units. 

1966  A;jrll  >  Capturud, 
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Infiltration  routo  fror.i  NVT!  to  SVtl  is  as  foUovrs: 

1.  liijft  Kfflffi  uii  l^ovitiCi;,  27  ;.;':ril  I96I. 

2.  Wont  through  l.L;ii  Frovinoo,  OTN,  3O  Ai'a-il  I96I. 

3.  Entorocl  LAOS  5  I'ioy  196I  ..aosii^s  through  U  VI  LiJJG  anS  HUONG  ffllN,  LAOS 
May  1961. 

4.  Crossed  iiouto  »*9  near  TUIJG  XEKG  mountain  late  May  I96I. 

5.  Loft  LAOS  and  ontorod  SVrJ  on  6  Juno  I96I  at  unknown  location,  ij  nenths 
after  infiltration  was  ct£i.jlotod  scurco  leoaro  a  BcaiLor  of  the  NLrSVK  on  20  July 
1961. 

Mlitary  Assi^noents; 

1946  -  1954  3  months  training  at  the  iGLilH  Ha.  Provincl.al  Unit,  VET  Hllffl. 

20ii  .rndoijondont  Comi^any  (Squad  Loa-or). 

1954--.1'’55  Attended  OCS  at  (jUE  UJi  City,  liUjJJG  T.J  Province,  CKIN... 

1956- L'?57  Assijned  to  324th  Division  as  a  ^.’Latoon  loader. 

1957- 1958  Civilian 

1958  liecaOlod  to  service  in  UVA. 

1958- I96C  Platoon  leader  in  34th  Division,  90th  liojinont,  1st  Battalion, 

3rd  Company,  2nd  Platoon. 

i960,  Hay  to  Sop  I96O  Assijaod  as  Corjaandins  Officer,  2nd  Company,  In¬ 
filtration  Group  600. 

I960,  Septemlor  to  May  I963  ConLuiniLing  Officer,  2.nd  Company,  120th  Bat¬ 
talion.  Source  infiltration  to  SVN  with  this  unit  in  Mid  1961, 

1963,  May  to  August  1964  Production  Section  Chief  iai6. 

1964,  August  to  SeptonLor  1964  Inspected  840th  Battalion  in  ClU.dJG  DUG  Pro¬ 
vince  K58  District. 

1964,  rovomler  to  April  1966  Mit6  Staff,  ..ssistant  Chief  for  Omibat  Training 

1966,  X'  april  to  19  April  a-ssigned  to  B„C  SON  Regnuent  as  Assistant  Cem- 
Liat  Training  Officer. 

Source  was  involved  in  two  harrassing  activ-ns  in  May  1962  at  SUOI  RUA  Stream, 
DA  NOI  District,  KHANH  HOA  Province. 

4,  ijoas  of  Special  Knov/ledgo: 

Source  was  trrinod  in  NVH  on  tho  following  weapons: 

1.  k.S  49 

2.  Uf:  B.'Jt 

3.  TUIiE  Sl'IG 

4.  6Qm  Hei'tar 

5.  Slr.au  Mortar 

6.  57i.'i.i  Idi 

7.  k'.T  MO  (Water  cooled) 

8.  US  45  cad.  pistol 

9.  M-1 

10.  C.'.'xbine 

Source  know  how  to  o;jerate  a  PRC-10  radio. 

i-iilitary  wovomont  -  665th  Battalion,  BAC  SON  Regiment  was  moving  on  18  Apr 
66  from  their  Base  ;jo3ition  ne.ar  P'iUOC  HOA  (YU  300355)  to  a  location  near  DIA  DIEM 
BUN/JiD  II  (YT  235885).  Itinerni^-  goos  south  £ru.i  the  Base  position  to  YU  3224 
where  they  oa.iped  on  tho  Ist  nights  march.  This  area  is  on  the  northern  Bank 
of  the  SONG  LS  River.  The  o05th  Battalion  rosuasd  travel  on  I9OC3OH  Apr  66  mov¬ 
ing  southeast  to  a  location  on  tho  northern  tank  of  the  stream  located  at  yU3714. 
This  was  tho  2d  overnight  stop.  605th  Battalion  wa.r  lo  loavo  tlris  aroa  on  201300H 
Apr  66  and  travel  south  southeast  arriving  f.t  t!;.  jju'.etion  of  the  trail  and  Hwy  '. 
i!‘14  on  202400  Apr  66.  They  were  tp  proceed  southwest  .'ilong  Hwy  iflk  until  day¬ 
break.  At  this  time  they  were  to  leave  the  highway  on  the  eastern  r.ido  at  approx- 
''ioately  211100  Apr  66  and  rest  there  for  2  days.  Then  on  23  A.pr  65  they  were  to 
be  mot  by  on  ag<.)nt  of  tho  Central  Caumitteu  of  the  NLF6VN  end  be  taken  further 
south.  Source  did  not  loaow  their  firial  destination.  Source  was  to  rotum  to 
SAC  3CN  Regiment  Huadquartors  once  tho  605th  Battalion  was  picked  up  by  the  a- 
bove  mentioned  NIPSVM  Agent. 
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PljaiMHAKY  ISTjaJ.0G;.TI0N  lliiPORT  (Cont'd  66-5-930) 


Sovirce  gave  the  follovdng  lailitary  organization: 


The  follcvd.ng  porsonalitioa  were  obtr.inoil  i 

1.  Sr  Colcnol  llGOTiJ'l  V;UI  UGA  -  Chief  :3<-6 

2.  Col  3AU  H4\T  -  Asot  Chief  Jffi-C 

3.  Lt  Col  tiUOI  CaSG  -  Chief,  Staff  Section  :a.-6 

4.  Gr  Copt  W  VAII  MAU  -  Acat  Chief,  Staff  Section  !i.-6 

5.  Lt  Col  JIUOI  ThlTiK}  -  Chief,  Polical  Socti.n  131-6 

6.  Sr  Capt  LiJ  V;\H  MAU  -  Asst  Chief,  Vlorksite  13u-6 

7.  Sr  Col  MGUtlil!  V.'.Il  1!GA  -  Chief,  Worksite  iCi-6 

C.  Rank  Unlmown  -  CIIIHH  TO  -  Chiof,  Finance  it  Econoiiiy  Section  Uv-6 

9.  k'.J  liGimil  Ui  -  CO  Bac  Son  Logt 

10.  H-J  IIGiRfill  IIAI  -  XO  Bac  Sin  ho-^ 

11.  Sr  Capt  HimiH  WU  J  -  CO  604th  Bn 

12.  Sr  Capt  iraUIfiill  BILM  -  CO  603rd  Bn 

13.  Sr  Capt  HGUYtt!  VAII  THIGU  -  CO  605th  Bn 
11..  Sr  Col  OIAP  VAH  CUaiG  -  CO  34th  Civ  (HVN) 

15.  llaj  I'lGUYkW  THUXbT  -  CO  90th  fiogt,  34th  Civ 

16.  Sr  Cr.pt  IIOUY.'U  VAH  TUKK  -  CO  let  Bn,  90th  Regt,  34th  Div 

17.  Haj  Oen  naui.iN  Da'.N  -  CO  la.W.  (HVN) 

18.  Ist  Lt  NOUYi:':  Lf.U  -  CO  3rcl  Co,  120th  Bn 

19.  Capt  NGaYJJ  Pft'.P  -  CO,  4th  Co,  120th  Bn  (Cnbt  5pt) 

20.  1st  Lt  Ui  H.a  -  XO  e40th  Bn 
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HaaJMHAlY  lSMa.03ATlCJJ  luiPOllT  (Ccnt'd  66-5-930) 

5.  Aaseosnont  cf  sources  by  interrogcticn/Intellisence  officers. 

a.  Scurca  is  in  30cd  physical  ccsnditicn. 

b.  Source  is  knowlodjoablo  on  siilitary  natters. 

c.  Source  was  confused  .at  tines  during  the  interrogaticn  as  concerns  dates, 
but  otherwise  he  was  very  ceoparative  throughout  the  interrogation. 
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